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Short  notes   on   the  Economical  and  Political 
Geography  of  Hungary* 

By  Count  Paul  Teleki,  Professor  of  Geography. 

Hungary  represents  one  of  the  most  striking  morphological  unities 
on  the  physical  maps  of  Europe.  A  glance  at  the  geological  and  tectonical 
maps  or  auy  map,  showing  the  landforms,  the  same  can  be  observed. 
They  represent  Hungary  as  a  well  equilibrated  unity,  resembling  amongst 
all  European  countries  mostly  France.  The  practically  uninhabited  belt  of 
the  Carpathians  surround  the  whole  country,  and  form  a  splendid  natural 
frontier  on  three  sides,  similar  to  the  Pyrenees  and  the  sea  in  France. 
The  weakest  side,  which  in  France  is  on  the  North-Eastern  border,  is 
here  on  the  South- Western  side. 

Vidal  de  la  Blache,  the  world-renown  master  of  modern  French 
geography,  describes  France  in  his  „Les  Divisions  Kegionales  de  la  France" 
with  her  basins  and  mountain-n, asses,  its  great  valleys  and  seacoasts,  as 
a  unity.  The  units  of  primeavel  times  founded  on  regional  homogenity 
had  to  make  place  in  the  course  of  evolution  of  civilisation  to  greater 
and  more  complicated  units,  based  on  solidarity  between  regions  of 
different  nature. 

We  can  follow  this  process  in  Hungary.  The  Magyars,  entering  the 
country  from  the  East,  occupied  at  first  only  the  plains  and  the  slightly 
ondulated  regions,  where  pasturing  and  most  extensive  agriculture  were 
possible,  these  being  their  chief  occupations. 

These  plains  are  the  most  Western  parts  of  the  great  Steppe-zone, 
which,  covering,  as  a  broad  belt  the  more  temperate  parts  of  Asia,  ends, 
in  the  East,  in  Manchuria.  The  high  qualification  of  these  plains  for 
agriculture  is  the  result  of  the  interglacial  times  and  of  the  dry  periods, 
following  the  ice-age,  which  greatly  influenced  the  geological  history  of 
Europe.  Northern  and  Eastern  winds  brought  material  of  erosion  and 
decay,  filling  the  depression,  once  covered  by  the  sea.  These  powderlike 
material  is  called    „ loess",    so   well   known  from  the  immense  layers  in 


North-China  and  the  bosins  of  Central-Asia.  In  Europe  „loessa  layers  of 
a  depth  of  10  to  15  meters  can  be  found  in  the  South  of  Russia.  Loes3 
is  of  very  great  importance  to  agriculture,  chiefly  for  the  production 
of  cereals. 

After  the  first  century  of  conquest,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
Magyars  overrun  repeatedly  the  neighbouring  countries  of  Western  Europe, 
they  had  to  chose  between  the  glorious  but  inevitable  end  of  the  nomadic 
conqueror,  the  end  of  Huns  and  Avars,  and  between  the  acceptance  of 
Western  civilisation.  The  Magyars  have  chosen  the  latter. 

It  was  also  a  decision  of  great  importance  that  they  chose  Western 
instead  of  Byzantine  civilisation  and  friendship.  With  Byzantine  civilisation 
they  would  have  had  to  accept  the  Greec  churchrite,  and  would  have 
been  probably  later  on,  like  their  kinsmen  the  Bulgarians,  swalloed  up 
by  the  big  slav  ocean.  This  would  have  given  quite  a  different  direc- 
tion to  European  history. 

Hungary,  as  a  morphological  unit,  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  the 
three  great  parts  of  Europe:  the  dissected  and  levelled  old  Northern 
Europe,  the  younger  folded  ranges  of  Southern  Europe,  and  the  basins 
surrounded  by  them  —  to  which  Hungary  herself  belongs  — ,  and  the  Eastern 
Russian  tableland.  Hungary  has  been  in  human  history  too  a  meeting- 
place  and  warground  of  the  Northwest,  South  and  East. 

The  people,  which  took  possession  of  the  great  plain,  the  domi- 
nating region  of  the  country,  surrounded  by  the  Carpathians,  had  to 
defend  Hungary  in  the  course  of  history  against  Eastern,  Southern  and 
Western  invasions :  against  Tartars,  Turks  and  Germans. 

The  invasion  of  the  Tartars  (1241 — 1242)  destroyed  the  whole 
country.  Yet,  when  the  Tartars  retired,  she  recovered.  Turkish- reign  tore 
the  country  into  three  parts  and  in  spite  of  this,  she  continued  to  con- 
sider herself  an  undivided  unit.  After  the  expurgating  the  land  of  the 
Janitchers,  she  resumed  her  present  shape.  After  this  the  German- Austrian 
Empire  attempted  to  keep  conquered  Hungary  in  a  state  of  disintegration, 
however,  the  cohesion  of  the  country  proved  to  be  stronger  in  spite  of 
foreign  colonisation,  than  either  imperial  command  or  difference  of  lan- 
guage. These  facts  prove  that  it  is  not  a  tendency  towards  violation  on 
the  part  of  the  Magyar  nation,  who  frequently  had  to  fight  wars  of 
defence,  but  the  actual  and  natural  forces  of  life,  that  kept  Hungary 
united. 

J.  F.  Un stead,  one  of  the  most  prominent  representative  of  modern 
synthetic  geography,  spoke  in  September  1916  before  the  Royal  Geo- 
graphical Society  on  „A  Synthetic  Method  of  Determining  Geographical 
Regions*.    He   points    out  the  importance  of  determining  the  boundaries 


of  natural  regions  or  districts.  This  will  not  be,  in  the  sense  of  syn- 
thetic geography,  an  easy  task,  for  natural  geographical  regions  are  not 
always  dominated  and  determined  by  the  same  factors.  In  one  case  it 
is  a  geological,  in  an  other  a  historical  factor;  boundaries  of  greater 
regions  are  determined  mostly  by  climatic  and  therefore  botanical  fac- 
tors, while  those  of  regions  densely  populated  are  ascertained  more  or 
less  by  economical  motives.  Unstead  sees  the  boundaries  of  natural 
regions  in  „the  more  constant  factors" :  the  shape  of  the  land,  the  geo- 
logical structure,  the  rocks  and  the  soil.  I  believe  he  is  right,  where 
these  are  really  prominent  and  apt  to  carry  a  boundary.  In  Europe 
Pyrenees,  Alps  and  Carpathians  always  carried  boundaries.  In  the  case 
of  Hungary,  history  asserts  the  theory  ot  the  geographer,  because  during 
the  past  thousand  years,  the  frontiers  of  Hungary  have  not  been  chan- 
ged. All  land  annexed  to  Hungary  beyond  the  boundary-lines  of  the 
Carpathians,  the  Danube  and  the  Drave  has  been  but  loosely  connected 
with  the  mother- country.  Such  are :  Moldavia  in  the  time  of  the 
Arpad-Di nasty;  Upper  and  Lower- Austria,  Stiria,  Moravia,  Silezia  during 
the  reign  of  king  Mathias  (15th  century);  Galicia  and  Lodomeria.  parts 
of  the  present  Roumania,  North-Servia,  Bosnia  and  Dalmatia  at  the  time 
of  the  Anj ou-Dy nasty ;  Croatia  up  to  the  present  day.  The  connection 
between  the  countries  enumerated  and  Hungary  having  only  been  one  of 
alliance  rather  than  subjugation.  An  exception  forms  Slavonia,  the  penin- 
sula between  Drave,  Danube  and  Save,  an  integrating  part  of  the  great 
Hungarian  plain,  of  which  the  conquerors  took  possession,  and  which 
was  inhabited  up  to  the  Turkish  occupation  by  Magyars.  On  the  other 
hand,  every  attempt  to  tear  away  territory  within  the  said  boundary 
lines,  has  suffered  shipwreck  on  the  rocks  of  the  relentless  compulsion 
of  real  life. 

The  Carpathians  have  always  formed  up  to  the  present  day  — 
with  reference  to  Chisholm  in  his  „ Commercial  Geography"  —  a  broad 
belt  of  wooded,  practically  uninhabited  land  seperating  countries  yielding 
similar  products,  which  were  not  dependant  on  each  other.  This  broad 
boundary  encloses  a  country  consisting  of  different  natural  districts, 
which  are  bound  to  help  and  supply  each  other.  These  are : 

1.  The  Alfold  (lowland)  a  great  plain,  the  soil  of  which,  though 
not  thoroughly  homogenious,  is  throughout  a  cereal-growing  country,  or 
according  to  Prof.  Brigham  „a  prime  ground  for  wheat". 

2.  The  hilly  country  and  rolling  lowland  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Danube  (Dunantul),  a  territory  of  mixed  agricultural  production,  such  as 
New  England  has  its  special  position  in  the  U.  S.  A.  amongst  all  other 
states,  with  their  specified  production. 


3.  The  less  perfect,  flat  and  partly  flooded  plain  of  the  „Kis- 
AlfOld",  whose  production  ranges  between  that  of  the  AlfOld  and  the 
Dunantul. 

4.  The  Region  of  the  Northwestern  mountains,  a  region  of  high 
ranges  and  distinct  bassins  surrounded  by  them,  which  is  mostly  a  cattle- 
breeding,  timber  producing  and  mining  country,  with  mixed  agriculture 
in  its  valleys  and  bassins. 

5.  The  Northeastern  highland  exclusively  a  region  of  forest-economy 
and  mining. 

6.  The  Region  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern  Carpathians,  again  a 
territory  of  forest  economy  and  cattle  breeding,  with  most  splendid 
pasture  grounds. 

7.  The  East  Hungarian  mountaingroup  between  Hungary  proper 
and  Transylvania  with  its  rich  mines,  highland  agriculture  and  cattle- 
breeding. 

8.  The  basin  of  Transylvania,  wich  had  in  premieval  times  a  deve- 
loped pisciculture,  later  the  home  of  pastoral  peoples,  at  present  a  cattle- 
breeding  and  agricultural  country  especially  growing  maize.  Lately  her 
economical  importance  was  greatly  increased  by  her  newly  explored 
abundant  natural-gas. 

9.  The  Karst-Region,  situated  in  Croatia,  but  very  important  for 
the  economical  development  of  Hungary,  being  the  only  passage  to 
the  sea. 

Whereas  the  whole  country  —  a  well  combined  synthetic  region  — 
possesses  frontiers  of  the  greatest  geographical  weight  and  strength,  it  is 
not  possible  to  distinctly  seperate  the  different  natural  regions  inside 
the  country  from  each  other.  They  have  their  own  independent  character, 
they  have  dominating  factors,  and  their  distinct  centre  of  gravity  different 
for  each  of  them.  But  with  some  exception,  as  for  instance  the  well 
marked  line,  which  seperates  the  Northeastern  highlands  from  the  great 
plain  (Alfold)  the  different  regions  are  connected  with  each  other  by 
broad  transition  belts.  These  are  as  frontier  districts  just  the  contrary 
of  the  unpracticable  and  uninhabited  boundary  belts,  which  seperate 
larger  and  analogous  territories,  for  these  transition  belts  represent  a 
uniting  and  not  a  seperating  factor.  They  are  regions  of  an  integration 
of  the  economical  life  of  the  different  regions  completing  each  other, 
which  they  bound  together  and  are  belts  of  a  commerce  on  a  large  scale. 

In  glancing  at  the  demographical  map  of  Hungary  it  will  be  noted, 
that  all  larger  towns  are  situated  within  these  regions  of  transition.  It 
will  be  further  noted  that  in  connecting  the  cities  in  wich  immigration 
has   exceeded   emigration   by   more   than  25%  within  the  decades  1890 


1900  and  1900  —  1910  by  a  line,  it  will  be  found  that  this  line  forms 
the  border  of  the  lowland  (AlfOld).  These  towns  are  all  situated  in 
those  belts  of  transition  in  which  the  economical  region  of  the  lowland 
meets  the  above  mentioned  regions  of  different  production  and  where 
their  roads  open  to  the  lowland  (AlfOld). 

Such  are  the  towns  of: 

Szekesfejervar,  Szegzard,  Pecs,  Versecz,  Temesvar,  Arad,  Nagyvarad 
and  Szatmar.  On  the  border  of  the  Northeastern  highland,  but  at  the  same 
time  at  the  starting  points  of  roads^  leading  out  of  the  country,  the 
towns  of  Maramarossziget,  Munkacs,  Ungvar. 

On  the  border  of  the  lowland  are  further  situated  the  cities  Kassa 
and  Miskolcz. 

As  mentioned  before,  the  Magyars  have  first  settled  down  in  those 
parts  of  the  country,  which  corresponded  best  with  their  way  of  living. 
Later  on,  when  out  of  the  territories  conquered  by  the  nomads,  gradually 
a  state  was  formed,  they  had  to  secure  their  possessions.  These  frontiers 
were  searched  for  and  ultimately  found  by  the  Magyars,  excelling  in 
vital  political  judgement  in  the  natural  geographical  boundaries. 

The  history  of  frontier-defence  represents  at  the  same  time  the 
history  of  the  first  attempts  of  colonisation. 

Under  the  reign  of  the  Arpads,  the  frontier  defence  was  handed 
over  to  related  tribes  and  besides  to  the  Germans.  The  principals  of 
defending  a  frontier  were  taken  over  from  the  Slavs.  The  country  was 
surrounded  by  uninhabited  savage  regions,  behind  wich  lay  villages 
only  inhabited  by  specially  trained  frontier- guards.  In  tfie  West,  towards 
Bohemia  and  Austria,  Petchenegs,  Jazygs  and  few  Szekelys  were  placed 
for  this  purpose.  On  the  Eastern  frontiers,  where  invasion  of  nomads 
was  always  threatening,  from  the  11th  century  numerous  tribes  of  Szekelys 
are  to  be  found.  The  same  task  was  given  over  to  German  colonies  in 
the  Southeast:  Barczasag  and  in  the  North:  Szepesseg  (the  Zips). 

The  state-building  Magyars  occupied  first  the  centre  and  the 
frontiers  of  the  country.  The  occupation  of  the  intermediate  woody 
provinces  was  only  gradually  executed.  The  Northwestern  highland,  now 
inhabited  by  slovaques,  was  gradually  occupied  by  slowly  clearing  the 
big  forests  and  successive  colonisation.  The  kings  of  the  Arpad  Dynasty 
used  for  this  purpose  mostly  Germans  and  a  Slav  tribe,  which  was 
brought  over  from  Silezia,  the  so-called  white  Croates.  Gradually  other 
foreign  tribes  settled  down  in  the  mountainious  regions.  According  to 
records  at  the  beginning  of  the  13th  century,  the  nomadic  tribe  of  the 
^Yallachs"  first  put  in  an  appearance  in  the  woody  Southeastern  regions. 
At  that  time,  however,  their  number  was  so  small,  that  a  royal  ordnance 


intended  to  settle  down  all  the  Wallachs  (Roumanians)  living  in  the  country 
on  one  royal  estate,  in  the  valley  of  Szekas.  The  Wallachs  entered  the 
mountain-regions,  which  have  been  inhabited  by  them  up  to  the  present  day. 

A  glance  at  the  demographical  and  ethnographical  map  of  Eastern 
Hungary,  will  show  that  in  the  more  mountainious  regions  the  Roumanian, 
in  the  more  flat  regions  the  Magyar  element  predominates,  whereas  the 
transient  territories  are  inhabited  by  a  mixed  population.  Therefore,  just 
in  those  regions,  wich  economically  cannot  be  seperated,  but  which  form 
in  economical  respect  a  unit,  drawing  seperating  frontiers  would  cut 
commercial  centres.  Such  frontiers  would  create  a  state  similar  to  Albania, 
a  state  founded  without  respect  to  her  economical  needs,  but  even 
much  more  injurious,  as  it  would   concern   a   highly  cultivated  country. 

As  above  mentioned  the  adoption  of  German,  instead  of  Byzantine 
culture  was  decisive  for  Hungarian  and  indirectly  even  for  European 
history.  The  advantage  was  that  it  saved  Hungary  succombing  to  the 
Slavs,  the  disadvantage  that  it  endangered  throughout  centuries  up  to 
the  present  day  the  independaut  development  of  the  Hungarian  nation 
by  oppression.  The  permenant  connection  of  the  Hungarian  State  with 
Christian  German  culture  is  delt  with  in  Julius  Szekfifs  excellent  work 
about  the  Hungarian  State,  written,  to  inform  foreign  countries.  He  refers 
to  the  circumstance  that  beginning  from  the  reign  of  king  Stephen  until 
Francis  Joseph  I.  Hungary  has  always  adopted  such  a  constitution,  which 
corresponded  best  with  the  forms  of  general  European  development  of 
state- systems.  The  same  was  the  case  with  the  development  of  the 
Christian- German  community,  consisting  in  the  10th  century  of  the  Empire 
of  the  Ottos  and  in  the  20th  Century  of  the  modern  German  and 
Austrian  Empires.  The  Hungarian  and  Christian  German  Empires  were 
always  closely  connected  with  each  other.  King  Stephen  constructed  his 
state  entirely  with  German  help,  braking  with  the  assistance  of  german 
knights  the  last  heathen  national  resistance.  The  property  of  the  tribes 
was  replaced  by  personal  property,  and  instead  of  the  Hungarian  ideal 
of  freedom,  the  ideal  of  German  fidelity  and  feudality  introduced.  (Szekfii, 
Hungarian  State,  page  25.)  Whether  this  close  cultural  connection  with 
the  Germans  was  favourable  to  the  country  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

According  to  my  opinion,  the  organisation  on  foreign  principles, 
the  adoption  of  their  mentalculture,  schools  and  science,  was  either 
beneficial  to  the  development  of  national  spirits,  nor  advantageous  to 
the  absorbtion  and  development  of  science.  For  a  high  cultural  deve- 
lopment can  only  be  originated  through  the  most  intense  use  and 
evolution  of  the  moral  powers  arising  from  the  individual  national 
character.  The  temperament   of  the   Hungarians   resembles   that   of  the 


Southern  people,  his  comprehension  is  quick,  his  speech  laconic.  It  may 
be  of  interest  to  know  that  Hungarian  culture  has  had  its  best  individual 
and  national  development,  when  it  met  with  the  culture  of  people,  having 
the  same  temperament.  So  at  the  times  of  the  Anjou  kings  and  Mathias 
Corvinus,  when  Italian  influence  prevailed.  So  during  the  periods  of  the 
politically  well  educated  and  highly  cultured  princes  of  Transylvania 
who  entertained  the  best  friendship  with  France.  On  the  other  hand 
everything  adopted  by  the  Hungarians  from  the  Germans,  was  only  done 
in  a  half  way.  Thus,  German  feudalism,  established  by  king  Stephen's 
powerful  hand,  lost  most  of  its  power  under  his  successors.  Feudalism 
could  never  develop  in  Hungary;  large  estates  were  founded  instead, 
and  olygarchism,  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  Germany,  only  in  a 
different  way,  established,  in  consequence  of  the  decay  of  Royalty.  This 
oligarchism  had  to  be  broken  by  the  Anjou  Dynasty,  to  reestablish  the 
unity  of  the  country. 

German  colonisation  and  the  foundation  of  the  first  Hungarian 
cities  were  also  caused  by  the  influence  of  German  culture  and  alliance. 
The  Hungarian  was  in  no  way  a  towndweller.  Purely  Magyar  towns, 
were,  until  the  industrialisation  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  last  century, 
so  called  peasant  towns  with  70% — 80%  agricultural  inhabitants. 

German  colonisation  again  caused  the  transition  from  the  primitive 
economy  of  exchange  to  financial  economy. 

The  most  important  and  most  fatal  event  in  the  development  of 
Hungary,  the  consequences  of  wich  weighed  heavily  upen  the  country 
right  up  to  the  present  day,  was  the  onrush  of  the  Turks  against 
Central-Europe.  In  the  defence  of  this  invasion  the  country  was  devas- 
tated and  torn  to  pieces.  The  consequences  of  two  centuries  of  Turkish 
rule,  during  which  the  Turks  were  masters  of  the  most  fertile  central 
parts  of  the  country  were  felt  up  to  the  present  day,  as  far  as  ethno- 
graphical distribution  and  conditions  of  settlement  are  concerned.  The 
Turkish  conquest  has  completely  ruined  the  lowland.  In  the  peripheries 
which  varied  on  account  of  the  varying  strenght  of  ihe  Turks  and  of  the 
Transylvanian  and  the  Imperial  forces,  the  population  was  deminished  by 
the  frontier  organisation  build  up  by  the  conquering  Monarchy,  and  by  the 
mutual  devastations  of  all  villages  that  supplied  food  to  the  fortresses  of  the 
enemys.  In  the  centre  the  Turks  took  possession  of  the  land,  compelling  the 
landowners  and  the  nobility  to  emigrate,  whereas  the  peasanst  were 
oppressed  by  such  heavy  taxes,  that  on  some  places  whole  communities 
emigrated.  To  replace  the  emigrated  Magyars,  foreigners  were  made 
to  settle  down  by  the  Turkish  landowners.  In  such  a  way  the  first 
settlements    of  Roumanians  and  Servians,   along  the  banks  of  the  river 


Maros,  down  to  Arad,  were  established.  The  peasants  living  within  the 
old  Turkish  Crown-Dominions  were  relatively  better  off.  Immigration  to 
these  Crown-Dominions  was  very  strong,  many  large  communities  were 
founded  thereon,  whereas  the  other  parts  of  the  lowlarid  became 
depopulated.  This  is  the  reason  for  tie  peculiar  way  of  settlements, 
which  are  so  conspicuous  on  the  detailed  demographical  maps  of  Hungary, 
the  explanation  of  the  huge  peasant  towns  with  their  surrounding  farm- 
system.  The  farmer  stayed  at  his  farm  only  when  labour  called  him,  at 
any  other  time  he  remained  in  large  common  settlements,  giving  him 
protection.  In  such  a  way  the  large  lowland  towns  were  founded. 

These  peasant  towns,  which  now  make  efforts  to  attract  industry, 
and  become  real  cities,  were  up  to  the  present  day  merely  large  villages. 
To  be  able  to  compare  these  large  village-towns  with  Teal  towns,  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  in  the  following  six  towns  of  this  sort:  H6dmez<5- 
vasarhely,  Kecskemet,  Szabadka,  Czegled,  Debreczen  and  Mako,  according 
to  the  census  of  1910  only  506  =  0.4%  houses  of  a  total  number  of 
124.257  were  not  simple  ground-floor  houses.  The  cultivated  territory  as 
well  as  the  aerea  of  buildings  is  exceedingly  large  in  these  towns. 
The  avarage  aerea  of  44  towns  of  the  great  Hungarian  lowland  is  equal 
to  49.000  Hungarian  holds,  whereas  the  building  aerea  amounts  to  an 
avarage  of  1180  holds.  One  hold  equal  to  1.3  acre.  The  streets  of  these 
settlements  are  exceedingly  broad,  running  straight  through  the  town, 
their  buildings  are  simple  peasant  houses  with  narrow  front. 

Gradually,  when  order  and  safety  was  established  following  the 
Turkish  dominion,  these  settlements  changed  in  as  much,  as  the  farms 
became  permanent  dwelling  places,  and  their  number  was  gradually 
io  creased.  In  the  heart  of  the  Alfold  (lowland)  among  30  towns  7  will 
be  found  in  which  40%  of  the  population,  other  20  towns,  in  which 
20%  'of  the  population  live  in  farms.  The  contemplated  land-reform  will 
perhaps  aid  to  develop  rural  settlement,  and  restore  the  natural  condi- 
tion, which  had  existed  previous  to  the  violent  influence  of  the  Turkish 
reign,  and  which  is  still  to  be  found  in  North-Eastern  lowland,  that  was 
not  occupied  by  the  Turks. 

The  Turkish  reign  was  the  cause  of  vast  depopulation.  It  is 
sufficient  to  state  that  the  county  of  Nyitra  in  the  West  had  in  1720  a 
population  of  125.838  inhabitants  which  corresponds  to  a  density  of 
22.8  per  km.2,  (to  day :  82*8),  while  the  county  of  Tolna,  situated  in  the 
Southwestern  part  of  the  lowland,  had  only  13.552  a  density  equal  to 
3.4  per  km.2  (to  day:  75*6).  When  Turkish  reign  came  to  an  end, 
the  lowland  had  again  to  be  populated.  This  colonisation  was  directed 
from  the  Viennese  Government  with  the  purpose  to  establish  a  Nonmagyar 
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majority.  The  immigration  of  large'  numbers  of  Walachs,  coming  from 
Roumania  and  Moldavia,  countries  being  at  that  time  under  Turkish  rule, 
was  greatly  welcomed^  and  checked  only  in  those'  counties,  for  instance 
in  Temes,  where  a  collision  with  new  German  settlors  was  feared. 
In  the  18th  century  Siovaque  settlements  arose  in  the  Transdanubian 
counties  and  greater  ones  in  the  AlMd,  wich  came  from  Upper-Hungary, 
their  place  again  having  been  taken  by  Slav  immigrants  from  Bohemia, 
Moravia  and  Poland. 

Mr.  L.  Kovacs  from  the  Statistical  Department  of  State  proves 
that  in  the  18th  ceitury  the  immigration  into  Hungary  was  like  the 
immigration  into  America  in  the  19th  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  20th 
century.  He  further  proves  that  the  ancestors  of  1,200.000  Germans  of 
a  total  of  1,900000  of  the  present  German  population  immigrated  in  the 
18  th  century,  further  that  the  Roumanian  population  of  Transylvania  in 
the  year  1700  amounted  only  to  250.000  whereas  in  1794  their  number 
was  exceeding  800.000. 

In  the  18th  century  in  consequence  of  Turkish  devastation  and 
even  more  of  the  Austrian  reign  the  ethnographical  map  of  Hungary 
became  as  multicoloured  as  it  is  now. 

At  the  same  period  the  Hungarians  that  is  the  Magyars  and  their 
nobility  were  in  constant  war  with  Austria  fighting  for  their  freedom 
and  national  individuality.  First  this  resistance  w&s  executed  with  arms 
(Kurucz  insurgency)  later  oi  by  passiv  resistance.  The  economical  result 
of  this  passiv  resistance  and  the  policy  of  the  Austrian  Government, 
wishing  to  reduce  Hungary  to  an  agricultural  colony,  was  that  Hungary 
could  not  develop  her  industry  up  to  the  second  half  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury. A  stronger  development  only  began  in  the  very  last  decenniums 
of  the r  19th  century. 

One  can  say  that  it  is  just  sixty  years  ago  that* Hungarys  industry 
was  founded.  Some  light  may  be  thrown  on  industrial  development  by 
the  following  dates,  showing  the  increase  of  industrial  population: 

1857  ....  409,616 

1869  ....  646,964  9'470  of  the  total  population 

1&80  ....  788,790  11    °/0   .     ,      , 

1890  ....  898,918  H'6%    „     „       „ 

1900  ....  1.127,130  128%    „     „ „ 

1910  ....  1.460,493  16"'3°/0    .     ,  „ 

The  establishment  of  industrial  and  commercial  centres  had  various 
reasons.  Most  of  theSe  centres  are  situated,  as  mentioned  above,  along 
a  certain  line,  bordering  the  dominating  fertile  and  central  districts:  the 
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Lowlands  and   less   markedly  the  Transylvanian   basin.   Prof.  Cholnoky 
calls  this  lines,  marked  on  map  4.  the  market-lines. 

Such  is  the  percentage  of  the  industrial  population,  17°/0  being 
the  total  for  the  whole  country  amongs  the  greater  of  these  towns  : 

Commercial  popul. 

in  Pecs  37'l°/0 7'8°/0 

Ujvidek  30-5°/fl ll-6°/0 

Versecz  25*7°/0  ........  7'4°/0 

Temesvar  38'9°/0 10'3°/0 

Pancsova  28'2°/0 1090/o 

Arad  381°/0 9'8°/0 

Nagyvarad  35'6°/° 12'9°/0 

Szatmar  33   °/0 ll*90/0 

Kassa  37'5°/0 10-5°/0 

Miskolcz  4O2°/0 ll'2°/0 

Other  towns  were  built  at  such  places,  where  the  main  rivers 
could  easily  be  crossed,  other  again  on  the  crossing  of  main  roads, 
some  were  founded  by  German  colonists  in  their  respective  districts, 
others  were  built  in  the  mining  districts,  showing  by  their  rising  and 
decreasing  population  a  true  picture  of  the  curve  of  production  of  the 
mines.  The  map  4.  shows  the  origin  and  distribution  of  all  these  towns. 

In  the  North,  textil-and  mining-industry  are  predominant,  and  iron 
industry  depending  on  the  later.  Glass,  paper  and  pottery  are  also  pre- 
valent in  the  north.  In  the  East  timber  (sawmills),  in  the  South-East 
coal  and  iron,  in  the  North-East  and  in  the  Central  Mountains  there  are 
gold,  silver,  pint,  aluminium,  asphalt  and  other  mines.  The  industry  of 
the  West  is  as  various  as  its  agriculture.  The  chief  industries  of  the 
plains  are  those  connected  with  agriculture.  Mills  are  in  abundance, 
Hungarian  flower  being  the  best  on  the  world- market.  Budapest,  the 
capital  of  the  country,  situated  in  the  North-west  corner  of  the  great 
plains,  possesses  the  most  important  milling-industry  of  the  world,  prece- 
ded only  by  that  of  Minneapolis.  (Minn.  U.  S.  A.). 

Budapest  is  situated  on  a  spot  of  exceptional  geographical  weight. 
The  natural  regions  concentrating  here  are :  the  sandy  plain  enclosed 
by  the  parallel  courses  of  the  two  main  rivers,  the  Danube  and  Tisza; 
the  great  swamps  bordering  the  Danube;  the  rich  agricultural  country 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  posessing  at  the  same  time  rich  quar- 
ries; the  „ Little-Plain  ",  which  is  crossed  by  the  Danube,  after  entering 
Hungary,  and  finally  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  mountain-region  with 
its  rich  mines.   And  if  we  draw  a  line  across  the  middle  of  the  North- 
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eastern  part  of  the  Great-Plain,  this  line  will  point  also  to  the  spot  where 
the  Danube,  coming  from  the  West,  turns  to  the  South. 

The  knee  of  any  great  river  is  a  commercial  centre,  a  place- 
where  means  of  transport  change,  the  knee  of  the  Danube  being  espe- 
cially important. 

The  Danube  represents  an  unrivalled  highroad  of  Europe.  All  other 
great  rivers  in  Europe  belong  to  groups  and  all  the  rivers  of  a  certain 
group  are  running  more  or  less  in  the  same  direction.  The  rivers  of 
Poland  and  Germany  gravitate  towards  the  North,  those  of  Russia  towards 
the  South,  carrying  their  waters  into  the  Black  and  Caspian  Seas,  whe- 
reas the  Danube  is  the  only  waterway,  leading  from  West  to  East. 

The  Danube  is  furthermore  of  great  importance  on  account  of  her 
passing  and  connecting  a  serie  of  great  basins,  of  well  defined  hydrogra- 
phical  units,  of  independant  natural  and  economical  territories. 

Last,  but  not  least  the  Danube  has  worn  out  its  bed  and  levelled 
its  course  to  such  an  extent  that  she  is  navigable  up  to  the  German 
Highland.  All  this  gives  great  importance  to  the  place  where  the  great 
river,  coming  from  the  West,  turns  to  the  South,  towards  the  Balkans 
and  the  Bosporus.  This  spot  has  been  ever  so  far  back  a  centre  of 
settlement. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  how  the  Magyars  searched  and  ultima- 
tely found  the  very  best  place  for  their  capital.  The  first  spot  they  chose 
was  Szekesfejervar,  Southwest  of  Budapest,  where  the  valley  of  Mor 
coming  from  the  Little-Plain,  opens  on  the  gently  rolling  country,  which 
borders  the  Great-Plain  in  the  West.  In  the  second  century  after  their 
conquest  of  the  country  the  capital  of  the  Magyars  was  Esztergom, 
where  the  swampy  borderland  of  the  Csall6k(5z  and  the  Little-Plain  cea- 
ses and  the  Danube  has  again  to  pass  mountainious  regions,  and  where 
a  small  transversal  valley  opens  a  way  to  the  Southeast.  A  century  later 
the  capital  again  changes  its  place.  Two  places  of  geographical  weight 
are  to  be  found  where  the  Danube  leaves  the  mountainious  regions  and 
enters  the  great  plains.  The  one  is  where  the  valley  of  VorOsvar,  having 
its  beginning  near  Esztergom,  opens,  and  the  flat  right  riverbank  cea- 
ses. The  other,  at  the  best  crossing  point  of  the  river,  the  great  Western 
road  touching  the  Danube,  and  where  on  the  left  bank  the  elevated 
island,  protected  against  all  inondation,  is  situated.  On  this  spot  later 
on  the  „ Inner  City*  was  built.  An  other  circumstance  was  decisive  for 
the  choice  of  this  place  for  the  capital:  the  splendid  „Mesa"  on  the 
right  bank  apt  to  cany  a  fortified  town,  and  besides  the  Hotwater- 
Springs. 
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Budapest  has  never  lost  its  importance  on  account  of  its  unrivalled, 
geographical   situation.    It   is   not   only  the   centre    of  the  neighbouring 
regions,  but   commercially  one   of  the  most  important  places  of  Central 
Europe.    If  we  compare  her  ever  growing    population   with  the  increase 
of  the  population  throughout  the  country,  we  find  that  Budapest  had  in : 

1810  .     .       42.000  inhabitants    Va°/o  of  the  total  population 
1860  .     .     131.000  „  1  °/0 

1910  .    .    935.000         .  5  °/o 

A  glance  at  the  map,  at  the  roads  of  traffic  and  railways  and  we 
see  the  importance  of  Budapest  as  a  commercial  centre.  Amongst  all 
the  capitals  of  Europe,  Budapest  stands  almost  unrivalled  as  to  her 
strength  of  centralisation.  This  is  a  law  of  nature  and  by  any  means 
not  the  consequence  of  Magyar  chauvinistic  politics,  which  can  be  easily 
proved  by  the  map,  showing  the  iroads  of  the  XIV.  century,  these 
having  been  built  on  the  same  lines  and  following  the  same  direction, 
as  the  main  railway-iines  of  to-day.  An  other  proof  is,  that  the  main 
railway-line  *  were  built  at  the  time  of  greatest  oppression  by  the  Austrian 
imperial  Government.  1850  the  line  connecting  us  with  Germany,  1853 
that  running  to  the  Balkans  and  the  Black-Sea,  1857  the  Russian  con- 
nection, 1861  the  rails  towards  the  Adria  were  laid  down. 

From  all  the  statistics,  published  recently  by  the  Statistical  Bureau 
of  Hungary  and  from  the  dates  of  the  census  of  1910  can  be  recognised 
the  overwhelming  importance  and  attractive  power  of  Budapest. 

Partly  this  attractive  power  is  direct,  partly  indirect.  This  is  meant 
&s  in  fact  Budapest  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  most  densely  popu- 
lated and  fertilest  district,  the  plains,  which  as  such  exerce  a  strong- 
power  of  attraction  on  the  population  of  the  surrounding  regions.  There 
is  a  constant  influx  of  population  from  the  mouutaiuious  regions  to  the 
plains.  Thereby  I  mean  those,  who  immigrate  into  the  plains  and  remain 
there,  thus  contributing  to  the  increase  of  population,  which  as  proved 
by  the  statistics,  is  greater  than  in  the  mountainious  regions.  The  in- 
crease of  population  in  the  great  plain  was  18*2%  fr°m  1890  to 
1900,  14-8%  from  1900  to  1910,  the  respective  increase  of  the  whole 
country  being  10%  and  85%.  These  immigrants  were  of  course  absor- 
bed by  the  compact  Magyar  population,  thus  increasing  the  Magyar  ele- 
ment. This  and  the  influx  of  population  into  the  towns,  followed  by 
their  natural  magyarisation,  explains  the  constant  increase  of  the  Ma- 
gyar element  in  Hungary.  The  so  called  magyarisation  in  the  towns  is 
explained  by  the  circumstance  that  the  population  of  the  towns  are  Ma- 
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gyars,  even  in  purely  Nonmagyar  districts.  775%  of  the  town-population 
are  Magyars,  and  88*9%  speak  Hungarian,  not  because  they  learn  it  in 
school,  but  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  intermixed  population  of 
Hungary  use  Hungarian  as  commercial  language.  According  to  the  sta- 
tistics the  number  of  the  two  extremes,  the  agricultural  proletariat  as 
well  as  the  possessors  of  great  estates  abounds  in  the  Magyar  nation. 
The  other  nationalities  are  better  situated  in  this  respect,  having  the 
most  smalle  estate  holders  with  7*5— 27'5  acres.  The  great  number  of 
the  Hungarian  agricultural  proletariat  is  chiefly  due  to  the  numerous  large 
estates  in  the  Magyar  districts.  The  great  agrarian  reform  contemplated 
will  undoubtedly  change  matters.  It  is  interesting  how  this  change  will 
in  future  influence  the  up  till  now  huge  traffic  of  seasonal  labourers 
from  the  mountains  to  the  plains.  Most  of  the  mountain-dwellers  having 
no  own  products,  earn  their  living  much  easier  by  working  as  labourers 
on  the  plains. 

The  highlands  get  their  nourishment  from  the  lowlands.  Both  are 
joined  together  by  nature  and  common  economical  life  of  several  cen- 
turies. The  natural  way  of  the  highland  products  is  the  way  to  the 
Alfold,  and  timber,  the  chief-product,  is  floated  down  on  the  rivers  and 
sold  on  the  plains.  The  natural  marketplaces  of  the  highland  arise  on 
the  spots,  where  valley  and  road  reach  the  lowland. 

Traffic  forms  its  own  natural  highways,  which  scarcely  ever  change. 

In  exchange  for  timber,  salt,  iron  and  metals  the  lowland  gives  the 
crops  of  its  fertile  soil. 

The  climate  of  Hungary  is  continental.  That  of  the  Alfold  is  charac- 
terised by  the  greatest  extremes,  the  Winter  minimum  being  —  38°  C, 
the  Summer  maximum  exceeding  -|-  40°  C.  The  daily  differences  are 
just  so  extreme,  hawing  often  5—6°  C.  in  the  morning  and  30 — 35°  C. 
at  noon.  Late  frosts  in  Spring  and  early  ones  in  Automn  are  frequent. 
Still  more  damages  are  caused  by  the  abnormal  distribution  of  rain- 
fall. In  the  Northern  highlands  1500—2000  mm;,  whereas  hardly  500  fall 
in  the  plains,  and  even  that  quite  irregularly.  There  are  often  6 — 8 
weeks  in  summertime  without  a  drop  of  rain  or  dew. 

It  was  much  spoken  about  irrigation  work,  but  there  was  not 
much  done  in  this  respect  as  Hungary  had  first  to  attend  to  the  more 
urgent  need  of  regulating  her  rivers.  Only  in  Russia  and  in  the  United 
States  swamps,  larger  than  those  of  Hungary,  are  found.  But  neither 
these,  nor  other  countries  made  as  many  improvements  in  this  respect, 
as  Hungary  did.  A  total  of  3.822,000  hectars  in  this  country  were  recla- 
med against  700,000  in   the   neighbourhood  of  the  Po  (Italy).  95.000  in 
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France  (Loire)  and  1.300.000  in  Holland.  The  length  of  the  protecting 
dams  amounts   to  6379  kilometres,  that   of  the  channels   to  12,836  km. 

Irrigation  on  a  large  scale  would  naturally  better  the  conditions  of 
work  for  the  farmer  on  the  Alfold,  who  suffers  greatly  from  general 
dryness,  frosts,  and  hail-storms.  But  I  need  not  mention  to  englishmen 
the  necessity  of  economic  and  political  control  over  the  upper  course  of 
the  Nile   or  in  Mesopotamia  —  and   the  same   is   the  case  in  Hungary. 

There  are  no  glaciers  in  Hungarian  mountains.  In  springtime  snow- 
water comes  down  quite  suddenly  and  at  the  beginning  of  summer,  the 
rivers  are  extre  nely  low.  The  places  where  checking-dams  could  be 
erected  are  in  those  parts  which  are  now  claimed  by  the  Tchecho-Slova- 
ques  and  the  Roumanians. 

Reclamationwork  was  done  also  in  the  sandy  territories,  the  big- 
gest of  which  is  the  „Deliblat"  in  the  South.  These  territories,  were 
wooded.  The  big  forests  of  our  mountains  suffered  much  since  the 
time  of  the  building  of  railways.  All  small,  private  and  commun  forests 
were  nearly  destroyed.  Western  Americans  will  understand  the  disas- 
trous results  of  this  destruction,  but  as  in  America,  the  Hungarian  forest- 
department  as  well  makes  every  attempt  to  improve  these  state  of  affairs. 

Hungary  has  chiefly  three  kinds  of  forests : 

1.  Oak,  mostly  in  the  hilly  districts  1,963.783.  Ha.  26% 

2.  Beach  and  other  hardwood  chiefly  in  the  east  and  Transyl- 
vania 3,660.9b0  Ha,  49% 

3.  Pine,  in  the  North,  Northeast  and  East  1,775.656  Ha.  33.6% 
in  total  7,400.419  hectars. 

Hungary  is  one  of  the  richest  countrys  of  Europe  and  looks  forward 
to  a  great  future  as  soon,  as  her  new  programm  bears  its  fruits.  But 
the  real  wealth  of  Hungary  is  based  on  the  symbiosis  of  the  different, 
but  well  harmonising  natural  regions.  Regions,  seperated  by  transitory 
streches  and  not  by  natural  obstacles,  and  which  in  the  course  of  a 
long  common  history,  and  the  natural  economical  development  became 
the  most  densely  populated  and  commercially  important. 

The  division  of  Hungary  would  seperate  geographical  regions,  which 
are  dependant  on  each  other.  It  would  create  boundaries  where  nature 
■laid  down  the  foundations  of  commercial  intercourse  and  mutual  econo- 
mical life.  An  impossible  and  indurable  state  of  affairs  would  arise,  and 
sooner  or  later  natural  tendency  would  join  these  parts  again.  To  disre- 
gard the  laws  of  nature  and  geography  to  day,  would  only  mean  an 
other  forced  solution  in  the  near  future. 
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1.  Physical  Map  of  Hungary.  The  natural  regions.  Map:  1:5.000,000. 
By  C.  P.  Teleki. 

2.  The  Density  of  Population.  The  same  natural  regions  marked.  Map : 
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5.  The  commercial  roads  of  Hungary  in  the  14th  and  15th  century.  Map  : 
1:3.2503000.  By  Mr.  A.  Borcsiczky. 

6.  Diagram  showing  the  amount  of  land  cultivated,  the  total  crop  and 
the  average  yield  of  one  acre  for  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  maize 
and  potatoes.  According  to  statistics  of  Mr.  G.  Kemeny  by  Mr.  G. 
Ungar. 

7.  The  annual  rainfall.  Map:   1:4.000,000.    By  Mr.  A.  Hejas. 


HornyAnszfey  V.,  Budapest. 
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